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We read with interest and appreciate the Letter to the Editor on our publication ‘Economic analysis of the use
of video laryngoscopy versus direct laryngoscopy in the surgical setting’ [1] by White e# a/. [21. We want to echo
the salient points and agree with their short video laryngoscopy (VL) review. Despite all the advantages of using
VL, there is no uniform agreement nor certainty about the role of VL in and outside the surgical context. For
example, should VL be considered for routine use, or should it be reserved only for high-risk patients and rescue
failed intubations? Our primary motivation to conduct the study was to attempt to learn and shed some light on
the use of this newer — relatively speaking — , incompletely understood technology. The use of VL is a matter of
debate and something we need to understand further; there is no discussion nor debate regarding laryngoscopy
and comparison of traditional direct laryngoscopy to VL, in which the economic factor is not brought up. A
significant criticism toward VL throughout developed and underdeveloped countries is the perceived obstacle of
higher, and in some instances, prohibitive higher costs associated with its use. Using a retrospective view of a large
administrative database, our goal was to attempt to see if, indeed, the use of VL is associated with higher costs,
and to our surprise, it was not. We were able to show that when VL was used, there were economic savings by
decreasing total inpatient costs, decreasing the length of hospital stay, decreasing admissions to intensive care unit,
and decreasing the incidence of procedurally associated complications in the context of the surgical setting. We are
hopeful this publication serves as a building block for similar publications. We are aware our study findings would
only be validated if future, hopefully, prospective studies that utilize administrative and clinical data show similar
results. Nevertheless, we believe VL is one of the more critical advances in Airway Management, and considering its
use is gathering momentum, it is highly likely that it will be recommended for routine use and as the new standard
of care.
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